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ABSTRACT 

Teaching the mother tongue, also known as the first language, is of utmost importance in 

primary education as it forms the foundation for students' cognitive, linguistic, and academic 

development. This scientific article explores the methodology of teaching the mother tongue in 

primary grades, considering both theoretical frameworks and practical approaches. It 

examines various instructional strategies, curriculum design, assessment methods, and the 

integration of technology to enhance language learning outcomes. Furthermore, it emphasizes 

the significance of creating a supportive language-rich environment and fostering a positive 

attitude towards language learning among young learners. 

 

Introduction: 

1.1 Importance of Teaching the Mother Tongue: 

The mother tongue is the language children acquire naturally from birth and serves as the 

basis for their cognitive and linguistic development. Teaching the mother tongue in primary 

grades not only facilitates communication but also nurtures cultural identity, cognitive skills, 

and academic achievement. Thus, a comprehensive methodology is crucial for effective 

language instruction. 

 

1.2 Objective: 

This article aims to provide insights into the methodology of teaching the mother tongue in 

primary grades. It explores theoretical foundations, instructional strategies, curriculum 

design, assessment methods, technological integration, and the creation of a language-rich 

environment to optimize language learning outcomes. 

Theoretical Frameworks: 

 

2.1 Language Acquisition Theories: 

nderstanding language acquisition theories, such as behaviorism, cognitivism, and 

constructivism, provides a foundation for developing effective instructional techniques. These 

theories emphasize the importance of creating meaningful and interactive learning 

experiences that promote language development. 

 

2.2 Sociocultural Theory: 

The sociocultural theory, pioneered by Vygotsky, emphasizes the role of social interactions and 

cultural context in language learning. It highlights the significance of collaborative learning, 

scaffolding, and the use of authentic materials to support language acquisition. 
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Instructional Strategies: 

3.1 Communicative Approach: 

The communicative approach focuses on real-life communication and meaningful interactions. 

It emphasizes the development of listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills through 

authentic and purposeful language tasks. Role-plays, group discussions, and project-based 

learning are commonly used strategies within this approach. 

 

3.2 Phonics Instruction: 

Phonics instruction involves teaching the relationship between sounds and letters to develop 

reading and writing skills. It includes explicit instruction in letter-sound correspondence, 

phonemic awareness, decoding, and encoding. Phonics-based activities, such as word games, 

phoneme segmentation, and blending exercises, enhance phonological awareness and literacy 

skills. 

 

Curriculum Design: 

4.1 Scope and Sequence: 

Designing a coherent and structured curriculum is essential for teaching the mother tongue. 

A scope and sequence outline the progression of language skills, vocabulary, grammar, and 

literacy components from one grade to another. It ensures a systematic approach to language 

instruction and provides a roadmap for teachers' planning. 

 

4.2 Integrated Language Skills: 

Integrating the four language skills—listening, speaking, reading, and writing—within 

instructional activities promotes holistic language development. Activities that combine these 

skills, such as storytelling, reciprocal teaching, and language games, foster communicative 

competence and reinforce language concepts. 

Assessment Methods: 

 

5.1 Formative Assessment: 

Formative assessment techniques, such as observations, checklists, and informal assessments, 

provide ongoing feedback on students' language progress. They inform instructional decisions, 

identify areas of improvement, and guide differentiated instruction to meet individual needs. 

 

5.2 Performance-based Assessment: 

Performance-based assessments, such as presentations, projects, and portfolios, evaluate 

students' language proficiency in authentic contexts. They assess students' ability to apply 

language skills, express ideas coherently, and demonstrate comprehension. 

 

Integration of Technology: 

6.1 Digital Tools: 

Integrating technology into language instruction offers interactive and engaging learning 

opportunities. Digital tools, such as educational apps, multimedia resources, and online 
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platforms, provide access to authentic language materials, interactive exercises, and virtual 

collaborative projects that enhance language learning experiences. 

 

6.2 Blended Learning: 

Blended learning combines face-to-face instruction with online resources and activities. It 

allows students to engage with language content both inside and outside the classroom, 

promoting independent learning, personalized instruction, and self-assessment. 

 

Creating a Language-rich Environment: 

7.1 Authentic Language Experiences: 

Exposing students to authentic language experiences, such as storytelling, field trips, and 

cultural events, fosters a deeper understanding and appreciation for the mother tongue. 

Creating an immersive language environment through language-rich displays, books, and 

resources stimulates language acquisition. 

 

7.2 Cultivating a Positive Learning Attitude: 

Fostering a positive learning attitude towards the mother tongue is vital for students' 

motivation and engagement. Encouraging active participation, celebrating language 

achievements, and valuing diverse linguistic backgrounds create a supportive and inclusive 

language learning environment. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The methodology of teaching the mother tongue in primary grades requires a comprehensive 

approach that considers theoretical frameworks, instructional strategies, curriculum design, 

assessment methods, technology integration, and the creation of a language-rich environment. 

By adopting effective methodologies, educators can foster language proficiencyand promote 

the cognitive, linguistic, and academic development of young learners. Continued research and 

exploration of innovative approaches will contribute to the advancement of language 

instruction and ensure optimal language learning outcomes in primary education. 
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