- — . d . -
. . 3 e

g
: GALAXY INTERNKTIONAL INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH J MNAL (GIIRJ )
-ISSN (E): 2347-6915

Vel. 10, Issue 1, Jan. (2022)

SOME REFLECTIONS ON EILATAN CULTURE
Matbabayev Bokijon Hoshimovich
Institute of Archaeology at Republic of Uzbekistan
bokijon@mail.ru

Alokhunov Alisher Akhmadjonovich
Senior Lecturer, Department of World History of the
Fergana State University, PhD
alohunov@inbox.ru

ANNOTATION
The article examines the monuments of the settled agricultural culture of Fergana in the early
Iron Age (VII-VI-III centuries BC). New materials from the city of Andijan and the ancient
settlement of Kuva are being introduced into scientific circulation. The early Eilatan complex
with painted ceramics is substantiated, and these materials complement our understanding of

the periodization and sequence of agricultural cultures in Fergana: Chust-EilatanShurabashat-
Markhamat.
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AHHOTAIIUAA

Makosia @aproHa BOOUHMCHHUHI HJIK TEMHP aBpUTa OWA JUJIATOH KAJUMIHU JeXKOHUMJINK
MaJaHUATUHE YpraHumra oarunnuranrad (mumronnas asBauru VII-VI-IIT acprap). AHImskoH Ba
KyBajlaH aHUKJIaHTAH SHTU apXeoJIOTHK MaTepuaLyiap TaxJiuia ortuiaamnu. Wik airaToH
KOMILIIEKCHUTA OHJ T'YJIA0P COMOJIIAP XYCYCUATIAPH STHTH TOMMJIMAJIAP acocuaa ounb Oepuiaamn.
Bynap Gapuacu KaguMru AeXKOHUHJINK MAaTaHUATIAPUHN CaHAJapUHU AHUKJIAIITAPHIIL Ba
roMmILTekcaap kerma reriaurusn (Uycr-OitmaTon-Ilipadamor-Mapxamar) ypraguir 6opacuma
TYFPUJINUTHUHU KypcaTaau.

KanwnT cy3 Ba nbopaiap: JeXKOHUMINE, YoOpBaUYNINK, OMaaToH, [[¥pabdarror, rymiu comosiap,
Bakrpus, Cyrn, Kyuyk, Hansapsun, UYycr maganusaru, Cydown, [Ilumonrena, Aummxomn,
Capsownrerna, Yuporuwn, TypTryirrena.

AxHOTanMAa
Hccrenyercs maMATHUKKA — OCEOJIO3E€MJIENEJIbUECKON  KyabTyphl @epradbl B OIIOXY
paraHe:xeaesHoro Bexa (VII-VI-III BB. fo H.5). BRognuTca B Hay4IHEIH 060pOT HOBBIE MATePHAJIBI
u3 ropoma Ammmxana u ropoxpuine Kyspl. O00CHOBBIBAETCS PaHHEIHMJIATAHCKUI KOMILIEKC C
PpacInCHON KepaMUKH 1 3TU MaTepPHUAaJIbl JOIOJHIIOT HAIIY IIPeICTaBICHUE 110 IIePHUOIHU3AIII0 1
IIOCJIEJOBATEJILHOCTh  3eMJielesibueckux  KyJabTyp  DepraHpl:  dycTCKas-dHMJIaTaAHCKAL
IrypabdaliraTckas-MapxaMaTcKasd.
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KiroueBrie ciioBa m pasel: 3emuienesime, CKOTOBoxcTBO, Ounarad, Illlypabamar, pacnucHas
Kepamuka, noauua, baxkrtpus, Corm, Kyuyk, JlanpBepsun, Yycrckass kyabtypa, Cydam,
[Tunanrena, Aunmkan, Capeaurena, Yupaxuu, TypTryapremna.

INTRODUCTION
The culture of Eilatan (sometimes named Eilatan-Oktom) (VII-VI-III centuries B.C.) plays an
important role in the ancient agricultural practice of farming in Fergana. On the one hand, this
complex continued the traditions of the Chust culture (XIV-VIII centuries B.C.), on the other
hand, it had a strong influence on the nomadic pastoralists, who covered part of the valley.
Archaeological monuments of this period were discovered in 1954 by Professor
Yu.A.Zadneprovsky from Leningrad, scholar who learns about Fergana valley and shortly
afterwards he was named the Eilatan culture. At that time, the characteristic features of
Eilatan pottery science were identified: it consisted of hand-made ceramics, decorated and
unadorned, sometimes painted, and partly on a ceramic wheel [7. p.8; 8. p.44].
It should be noted that in the periodic system of Yu.A.Zadneprovsky and N.G.Gorbunova, the
Eilatan culture corresponds to the period after the Chust culture [8; 9. p.118; 3. p.91].
Over the next 15-20 years, archaeologists have found and studied more than 40 monuments of
this culture (20 of them are settlements, the same number of burial mounds) in seven
geographical (northern, northwestern, eastern, southwestern) regions of the Fergana Valley[11.
p.92; 12. p.20]. Yu.A.Zadneprovsky and NG Gorbunova have made a great contribution to the
study of this culture. The study of all identified burial mounds (Aktam, Kungay, Sufon, etc.)
and the objects found in them allowed to determine the period of the Eilatan complex in the VI
(or VII) — III centuries B.C. [3. p.106; 5. p.56].
Among this monuments of this culture, with the exception of the Eilatan settlement, there are
no single-layer settlements. All known settlements with the Eilatan complex are located under
powerful later cultural layers. Among them are Shurabashat, Symtepa, Sufantepa,
Karakurgan, Tyurakurgan, Pilatepa, Kuva and Andijan. Therefore, the layers of the Eilatan
culture in them were revealed in insignificant areas. The works carried out in different years
on the largest monument — Eilatan did not give significant results (B.A.Latynin, T.G.
Oboldueva, Yu.A. Zadneprovsky). Attempts by some archaeologists in recent years in this
regard have also yielded no substantial results in the chronology of this culture.
S.Qudratov, an associate professor at Gulistan University, suggests a less rigid periodization
for Eilatan culture: IV-III centuries BC [16. p.19-21] or ITI-II centuries BC [17. p.42], which also
did not allow to determine the date of the largest city of this culture.
Thus, due to the lack of stratigraphic material in the monuments of Eilatan culture, various
hypotheses (hypotheses) about the emergence and development of sedentary farming were put
forward. At times, even opinions began to be suggested that Eilatan belonged to nomadic
pastoralists. It was therefore important to study the monuments of Eilatan culture in a
comprehensive manner.
Recently, two more settlements in the eastern part of Fergana, which are clearly related to the
Eilatan culture, have been identified. These are the lower strata of the medieval Kuva
Shahristan and the lower strata of the Sarvontepa monument on the site of the Andijan rabodi.
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Eilatan pottery has been found in the 1st and 7th excavation layers in the southern part of
Kuva Shahristan. Based on hand-painted, painted and embroidered ceramics, the Kuva
complex is defined by B.Matboboev and A.Gritsina in the V-IV centuries BC[20] , it is
noteworthy that some researchers make the period of this culture even more ancient (VII
century BC) [25. p.177, table 2].

At Sarvontepa, it was possible to identify an archaeological complex with corresponding
cultural layers and divide it into two stages: Eilatan I (early — VI-V centuries BC), Eilatan II
(late — IV-III centuries BC) [22. p.28; 24. p.91].

It should be noted that scientific research at this location has clarified some controversial
points. Defining the period of Eilatan culture, new ideas were expressed about its origin and
place. Also, the study of the ancient farming culture of the early Eilatan period testifies to the
fact that this culture is constantly developing in the Fergana Valley. At the same time,
N.G.Gorbunova’s hypothesis that the traditions of Eilatan culture existed in different parts of
the valley was confirmed [3. p.93].

Sarvontepa Eilatan is located 20 km north of the city ruins. The Karadarya basin is one of the
first areas of agricultural practice of farming. There are also ancient agricultural settlements
in these areas, such as Dalvarzin (area 25 hec), Ashkoltepa (area 13 hec), Khojambog (area 4
hec), Dekhkontepa (area 5 hec).

The results of the study of the new complex in Sarvontepa not only confirm the previous ideas,
but also complement and systematize the system of chronology of settled agricultural cultures
in ancient Fergana: Chust — Eilatan — Shurabashot — Marhamat [10. p.304-316]. The findings
once again confirm that the monuments after the Chust culture belong to the Eilatan complex,
followed by the Shurabashot type complex. In addition, there are no flower-painted and hand-
made pottery of any type in the area. G.P.Ivanov offers a different scheme of development of
ancient Fergana culture [13. p.115-133; 16. p.11-18 ].

In the Sarvontepa complex there are no painted pottery of the Shurabashot type. It should be
noted that in 1985 B.Abdulgozieva and B.Matboboev first identified the location of Kushtepa
(Yakkatepa) in Izbaskan district, which is part of the Shurabashot complex in the area between
Naryn and Karadarya, full archaeological excavations have been carried out here, but no
archaeological material has been published. The discovery of this monument disproves the idea
that Shurabashot-type monuments occur only in the eastern regions of the valley. In addition,
during archeological excavations in the ruins of the town of Shurabashot in 1993, patterned
pottery fragments of the Eilatan culture were found in its lower layer [19]. These found
materials further expanded the area of distribution of Shurabashot cultural monuments.

In later times, arguments began to be put forward that denied that Eilatan culture was related
to local traditions. According to one hypothesis, of course, this idea is not new. A similar idea
was put forward by NG Gorbunova [26. p. 256], in the last period of the Chust culture, around
the 8th century BC, tribes from Northern Bactria (of course settled peasants) appeared in the
Fergana Valley. However, for some reason, they first mixed with the nomadic pastoralists of
the Kairakkum culture and later participated in the formation of the culture of the first Iron
Age of Fergana (?) [13. p.121]. The second opinion on this issue is not much different from the
first, in the late VIII-early VII centuries BC, a part of the population of Bactria settled in the
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Zarafshan oasis. In turn, the population of Sogd settled in the Fergana Valley[6. p.29]. In
another study, M.Kh.Isomiddinov changes his opinion about the origin of this culture (report
M.Kh. Isamiddinova on Uchenom Sovete IA AN RUz (May, 2005) and see also: Isamiddinov,
Rakhmatillaev, 2004. p.9) (D[15. p.9]. In addition, there is a strange idea of SS Qudratov that
the ancient city of Eilat was founded by nomadic pastoralists in the III-II centuries BC [18.
p.41]. But the researcher seems to have forgotten the information in the written sources about
the ancient state of Fergana, which has many well-known cities [26. p.58-68; 21. p.25-38]. It
should be noted that researchers excavating the ruins of the city of Eilatan
(Yu.A.Zadneprovskiy, T.G.Oboldueva) identified pottery (molded painted or dyed) made of
hand-woven in layers [8. Fig.7].

There are some inconsistencies in some of the archaeological facts to the considerations cited.
First, researchers who claim that the first Iron Age complex in Fergana came from abroad have
forgotten (or ignored) Gorbunova's credible and potential conclusions about the formation of the
Eilatan culture based on real facts[4. p.101]. traces of fabric on the inside of the vessels, as well
as some ceramics have features characteristic of the Chust culture[23].

Secondly, according to A.Askarov, in the formation of the Puppy culture (Bactrian patterned
pottery) took part Chust-type culture owners who migrated from the valley [1. p.72].
Therefore, the emergence of painted pottery in Bactria and Sughd, such as Kuchuktepa,
Koktepa, Chirakchi, Turtkultepa, Uzungir-Sangirtepa-Podayotak, can be attributed to the
influence of the Fergana settled peasant tribes. In turn, there are no traces of northern Bactria
or Sogdia in the material culture of Fergana of the Early Iron Age. It should be added that
Fergana is the only region where the materials of the Achaemenid dynasty did not arrive. This
allows us to conclude that the ancient Fergana culture developed independently. The
development of the Eilatan complex in two phases (Eilatan I and II) confirms once again that
Eilatan is not the only monument inhabited by settled peasants of the Early Iron Age, and this
expands our understanding that Chust culture continued the ancient traditions of pottery.
Thus, on the basis of new findings in these cultural monuments, the general conclusion from
the above is as follows: The ruins of the city of Eilatan, the Sarvontepa complex in the Andijan
region and the lower strata of the city of Kuva can be traced back to the VII-VI-III centuries
BC. It should be noted that artifacts dating back to the middle of the first millennium BC have
been found in the upper and middle reaches of the Kara-Darya. At the end of the Eilatan
culture, a new Shurabashat complex (IV-I centuries BC) was formed, and the ancient Fergana
kingdom (VIII-VII-IV centuries BC) was replaced by the Davan kingdom in the IV-III-IV
centuries BC [21. p.192 ]. It should be noted that from ancient times the plains, which were
suitable for the cultivation of agricultural crops were developed by settled farmers, and in the
mountains — mountainous, foothill and hilly areas — by cattle breeders. Farmers and farmers
complemented each other and exchanged their products (meat and dairy products, leather,
agricultural products, handicrafts) with each other. These two cultural traditions (sedentary
farming and nomadic pastoralism) emerged in the middle of the second millennium BC and
practically continued uninterrupted until the nineteenth century [2. p.118-123].

686



- — . d . -
. . 3 e

g -
GALAXY INTERNKTIONAL INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH J MNAL (GIIRJ )
-ISSN (E): 2347-6915

Vel. 10, Issue 1, Jan. (2022)

REFERENCES

1. Ackapos A.A., Ansbaym JI.W. ITocenenne Kyuykrena. TamkenTt. 1979.

2. Barpakos B.C. Xapakrepuble uepThl ceJIbCKOro Xo3siictBa DepraHCKON IOJIMHBEL B IIEPHO/I
Koxrammackoro xamcra // Tpyner CAI'Y. Hosast cepus. Beim. LXII. 'ymamumrapuble Haykw.
Kuura 8. TamkenT. 1955.

3. 'opoymosa H.I'. Kyssrypa @epransl B o110Xy paHHero skesesa // Apxeosorndeckuii COOpHUK
IlN'ocymapcrBernoro Opmuraka. Ber. 5. Jleauarpam. 1962.

4. T'opoyuoBa H.I'. Herxoropnie ocobenHOCTH (popMHpoBaHHS ApeBHUX KyJabTyp Deprannr //
Apxeonoruueckuii coopuuk ['ocymapcrBerroro Opmuraska. Beim. 25. Jlemunrpasna. 1984.

5. I'opoyunosa H.I'. Tpamurmu opuamenraiium gepranckoii kepamuku // Omr m Deprana B
ucropudeckoit mepcrerruBe. Brim. 3. Bumker. 2000.

6. IKypakymnos M, Ucamugnuaos M. SU7pTa Ocué gymomunnnru Tapuxugad. Camapkaam. 1999.

7. Baguemnposckuii F0.A. JlpeBussa @eprama. Asroped. gucc. HA COMCK VY CTEIEHH KaHJ HCT
HayK. JIlermarpam. 1954.

8. 3agmemposcruit J0.A., 1960. I'opomue Ditnaran (K Bompocy o qatuposke mamarauka) // CA.
1960. No 3.

. Bagrenposckuit 10.A. JIpesuesemitenenbueckas kyibrypa ®epramsr. MUAA Nell8. Mocksa-

©

Jlenunrpas. 1962.

10.3agrenposckuit 0.A. Meprana // Jlpesreitmue rocymapcrsa Kaskasza u Cpenmeit Asum.
Mockga. 1985.

11.8aguenposckuit 10.A. Ilorpebasbuble mMaMATHUKN OWIATAHCKOM KyJabTypbl Peprambr //
KCHA. Broim. 199. Mocksa, 1990.

12.83aguenposckuit F0.A. Cropabie Bompockl ucTopuu KyJabTyphl apeBHeit @epransr // KCHUA.
Brim. 209. Mocksa, 1993.

13.UBanos I'.I1. IIpobsieMHBIE BOTIPOCHI TepUOaU3ATTNY KyIbTYpHI ApeBHei Meprausr // @aproHa
yiranryaocauru. @aprora. 1996.

14.Banos I'.Il. Pamusasa rocymapcrBeHHOCTH Ha Tepputopuu apeBHeirr Depranbr // V3ber
nasiaatyuauru tapuxuna Oaproua Boguticu. @aproua. 2004.

15.UcamuanuroB M., Paxmatunnaes X. Bupra Ocuénma OpoH3a maBpu XaMmaa HJIK TeMHpP JaBpHU
Ba (DaprOHAHWHT WJIK JABIATIMINK MyaMMoJiapu // Y36er NABIATUMIATE TapUXUIA
®aprona Bomuiicu. @aproHa. 2004.

16.Kynpatos C.C. HccaemnoBarua Peprancioro ropoumia Oiinaran (amoxa paHHero :kejesa) //
ITpo6emsl mpeBHei ncropuu Ilpuaepaomopssa u Cpemreit Asun (311oxa GPOH3BI M paHHETO
skeste3a): Tea. mokir. — Mocksa, 1990.

17.Kynparos C.C. Paunue romuapusie meuu ¢ ropoguiia Jitarad / OHY. — Tamkent, 1991. —
No 3.

18.Kynparos C.C. @aprona Tapuxuga JiaaToH MagaHuaTu // @aproHa BOOUNACH TAPUXUHUIHT
nmos3apb myammosapu. PecriyOnuka maMuil Hasapuil aH:kyManu matepuasiapu. @aproua.
2000.

19. Mar6abaes B.X. Otuer Mepranckoro orpama o padborax B 1993 r. Ha ropoguiie Illypadarmar.
Pyxomnuce. Apxus A AH PV3. 1994.

687



. > -
- - —

; —
GALAXY INTERNKTIONAL INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH J MNAL (GIIRJ )
-ISSN (E): 2347-6915

Vel. 10, Issue 1, Jan. (2022)

20.Mat6abaes B.X., I'punimaa A.A. K xapakrepucture HmEHMHX ciaoeB ropoxumia Kysa //
Cpenussa Asusa: Apxeostorus. Mcropus. Kyaerypa. Mocksa. 2000.

21.Mat6abaes bB.X. JlpeBHedepramckoe rocymapcrBo JlaBaump // Ouepku 10 HCTOPHK
rocymapcrBeHHocTH Y30ekucrana. Tamxent. 2001.

22. Mat6abaer B.X. K orkpsITHio IpeBHero mocesieHuss JUIaTaHCKON KyJIbTYPHI HA TEPPUTOPUHN
Armgmxana // Husnnusamuu [lenrpanbuoit Asum: 3emieqesbllbl U CKOTOBOOEL. Tpaguium u
coBpemerHocth. TJ[ MHK. Camaprana. 2002.

23.Mat6a6aeB B.X. HoBblil apxeosiormuecknii KOMILIEKC OfinaTaHckoi KyJasTypsl Oepraner (k
BOIIPOCY O XPOHOJIOTHMH H IIpomcxo:xaeHnn) // [|MBUIN3aIINM CKOTOBOMOB M 3eMJIEIeIIbIIER
[eurpansuoit Asun. Camapraug-bumkex. 2005.

24 Mat6abae B.X., Mampa6o 3.3. JlpeBHHiI U cpegHeBeKOBHIH AHMm:KaH (HCTOPHKO-
apxeoJIoTUYecKoe ncciaenoBanue). Tamkent. 2011.

25.Baratov S. Fergana und das Syr-Dar'ja-Gebiet im spédten 2. und frithen 1. Jahrtausend v.Chr
/I Migration und Kulturtransfer Der Wandel vorder- und zentralasiatischer Kulturen im
Umbruch vom 2. zum 1. vorchristlichen Jahrtausend. Bonn, 2001.

26.Gorbunova N.G. The culture of Ancient Ferghana VI centure B.C. - VI centure A.D. British
archeological reports. International series 281. London.. 1986.

688



